Instructor Outline – Keeping bees in populated areas
Slide 1		Honeybees can be managed in populated areas, in fact most major cities have bee colonies on top of some office, residential and Governmental buildings.  We need to be aware of surroundings, human psychology and practice good management practices.
Slide 2		The general public for the most part doesn’t understand the honeybee and too often are our biggest challenge if we reside and keep bees in a populated area.
Slide 3		Honeybees can be managed in suburban areas, however, there are some locations that you should stay away from. 
Bees become a problem during periods of dearth when they start foraging in trash cans, outside break and lunch locations, picnic areas where food and drink are often open.
The last thing you need is to have someone have an allergic reaction to a sting at a school, hospital, child care center, etc. and you being the local beekeeper.
Slide 4		Talking to your neighbors before an issue arises is always easier to handle than after a stinging issue happens.  Be the source of great information rather than the one defending your trade.
Slide 5		Every stinging insect becomes your problem when they sting.  Humans only know to blame the guy with the bees, even though they really don’t know the difference between a honeybee and all other stinging insects.
Slide 6		Flight patterns become a problem in suburban areas, decide early on where the best place to put your bees on your property is.  Most of the time the best advice is “Out of sight, out of mind”
Slide 7		Beekeepers start with a couple of colonies, then someone calls about a swarm, then another, pretty soon you have too many colonies in the area and they are causing problems.  A suggested number of colonies might be…
Depending on the bee forage available in a particular area, 2 colonies may be the maximum based solely on the forage available.
Slide 8		Again, out of sight, out of mind may be the best solution for you.  Flight paths that cause bees to cross the neighbor’s property can be avoided with a little forethought.
Slide 9		Most inner covers produced today have a slot that can be used as an upper entrance. 
In northern climates, where deep snow could block the lower entrance, upper entrances do allow bees fresh air and opportunities to make cleansing flights. 
During the summer when bees are using the upper entrances, and you remove the upper hive body to inspect below, those foragers that use the upper entrance get defensive really quick.
Slide 10		When managing bees in suburban areas, waiting until the foraging force is out reduces the bees at home to those who are not as defensive.
Don’t work colonies on cloudy, windy, rainy days when most of the foraging force is home.
Slide 11		Water foragers become a problem wherever bees are kept.  Keeping a water source close is easy to do but your bees know where every source is within their flight range.
Slide 12		(Picture of water tank)
Slide 13		Care should be taken to minimize the possibility that your bees sting neighbors or passing animals and humans.  Some suggestions might be….
Slide 14		If your bees get angry quickly, close them up and come back another day.
Suggestion is to feed them the day before you want to inspect.  Hungry bees can be extremely aggressive quick.
Slide 15		Always light your smoker BEFORE you open the 1st colony.  Once you open it and find out their defensive today, it’s too late to go light a smoker and reopen the colony.
Some suggestions to help maintain control could be…..
Slide 16		Swarms are the honeybee’s way of making more or replacement colonies.  They are a fact of life for beekeepers, but you can learn to control swarming and how to catch the swarms that do get out of the hive bodies.
Slide 17		Everybody gets curious about bees and will be asking you questions, they may want to come look at the bee yard as well.  Be informative, pleasant and on speaking terms with your neighbors because it is easier to handle stinging situations that arise if you’ve had good relations up to that point.
Slide 18		Get involved in the community, take some bees to a community event in an observation hive.  These events allow you to educate the public, teach the youngest members and folks get to see the bees without fear of being stung.
Join your local and State beekeeper’s association, get on their list for swarm calls, outreach events, etc.
Slide 19		Fieldwatch is a national organization that allows beekeepers to plot their apiaries on a map, free of charge, to allow farmers and pesticide applicators to know where your colonies are to keep from killing your bees.
NCDA&CS apiary inspectors are available to all beekeepers, if you have a problem that someone more experienced beekeeper in your area can’t assist with, call your apiary inspector.
